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European General Terms and Conditions (EGTC)

The common aim of EGTC is to simplify the 

contractual process and to develop a mutual 

understanding and solutions for all European 

IM‘s and RU‘s on contractual issues and best 

practices.

This includes

 Basic contractual commitments regarding 

the use of infrastructure

 Balanced regime of rights and obligations

Common project of RNE and CIT,

supported by CER and EIM.
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European General Terms and Conditions (EGTC)

Purpose and Main Areas

 Solve contractual principles and 

consequences in the contractual 

relationship between IM and RU

 No description of technical rules

 Contain usual contractual provisions 

regarding duration and termination of the 

contract 

 Confidentiality and settlement of disputes
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European General Terms and Conditions (EGTC)

Open Issues

Problematic issues tackled by EGTC

 Financial consequences of train path 

cancellation

 Financial consequences of delays and 

disruptions of traffic, including financial 

compensation of damages
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Railway Network Statement Glossary

Introduction

RNE harmonised the Network Statement

structure, which  is widely used by European

IMs/ABs as a template.

Due to non-standardised English vocabulary 

the English translations of national Network 

Statements are lacking in consistency.

Standardisation would facilitate communication:

 Between IMs/ABs

Between IMs/ABs and their customers

Project focuses exclusively on the terminological 

aspects of Network Statements
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Railway Network Statement Glossary

Content

 Easy-to-use Excel worksheet for commonly-used 

Windows environments

 Accessible through ProjectPlace platform 

(for IMs) & RNE website (for all)

 First version contains about 450 terms and 

their definitions in English

 Definitions for non-specialists: clear, simple, 

little technical/legal language

 Can be understood by people from all 

European nationalities

 Definitions are not legally-binding but provide 

practical guidance

4 December 2009 5



Railway Network Statement Glossary

Added Value

 Easier internal monitoring, comparison and 

improvement of national Network Statements

 Reference tool for the translation of national 

Network Statements

 Better access and comparability of Network 

Statements for RUs

 Reference tool for RNE publications

 Dynamic document: 

the railway sector is in constant change, so the 

Glossary will be updated / expanded as 

necessary – suggestions will be welcome!

“to harmonise”
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CER-EIM-RNE Joint Paper

EC Benchmarking Study on Network Statements 

 In July 2009 CER, EIM and RNE decided to co-

ordinate their responses to EC study.

 Joint  paper agreed end October 2009

Joint paper points out that study does not cover 

some important issues such as:

1. Harmonization of Network Statements with 

neighbouring IMs?

2. Legal status of Network Statements in each 

Member-State: legally binding or not?

3. Extent to which national Regulatory Bodies 

are involved in shaping NSts nationally?
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CER-EIM-RNE Joint Paper

Main Recommendations

 Directive 2001/14 / Annex I should require 

that structure and contents of NSt comply 

with Common Structure. English version of 

at least the main text should be 

requirement.

 Network Statements and Infrastructure 

Register fulfil divergent purposes. 

Infrastructure characteristics presented in 

NSt can’t be mirror image of IR.

 Corridor Statements would only duplicate 

NSt: short Corridor Brochures are more 

practical solution for today’s market needs –

and easily accessible for rail customers!
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